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(From the Western Examiner,‘ Vol. 1.) jour fellow-men. The power that rules and di- 
An Essay on THE Trutu or Fatsrry or Tue /rects the universe, whatever and wherever it 
CuristTiAn Rexicion. ‘may be, is too entirely disconnected with us for 
(Concluded.) ‘any actions of ours to effect it, To merit any- 
It has been so long asserted that the Infidel ‘thing in the shape of reward from any one, we 
aims at taking away the only hope, and des-|mustconfer some benefit. On it we can confer 
troying the only consolation of the broken |no benefit, To merit punishment, we must com 
heart, that it is now almost regarded as an in-| mit an injury—-God we cannot injure. What 
disputable axiom, It has been adorned with|reward do we deserve for prayer or knee-wor- 
the brilliance of poetry. It has been wrought iship?—and what punishment for non-obser- 
to plausibility by the pen of Addison and Ir- | yance uf fast days and the Sabbath? I shall 
ving. Butitis worth while tocnquire whether |jeaye this particular point in the discussion, for 
there be any foundation forall this rhapsody. a future essav——and shall now merely consider 
Where one is comforted by Religion, ¢en are} ihe bearing and eflect of a few doctrines and 
rendered miserable—I might even with truth injunctions of the New Testament on the mor- 
say a hundred, [| repeat again, the whole his-!als and conduct of mankind. 
tory andexperience of man cannot show one| W 1d diel \ , 
solitary individual crazed by infidelity, Reli-| e are told explicitly, that unless we are 
gion is like insanity,—Now and then you find|T®4y to forsake father and mother for Reli- 
a madman, who, in the vain delusion of-wealth S"°* * sake, bat.o =p unworthy of the kingdom of 
end glory, is supremely happy. But will any |2e2ven, W hat is the foundation of all human 
man tell me that for this reason, insanity is a law and of all morality? It is that obligation 
blessing, and that we should not strive to re. | Which we contract, and by which we are sol- 
SNE og PONS STR Tete ‘emnly bound, from the circumstance of our hav- 
The great objection which I have toall reli- ‘8 &'¥e" pledge ebay rns when we partook 
gions is, that by forcing man to attend to ab- jot we aquniie. _ Were ee ge under the ‘most 
surd, imaginary, or impossible doctrines and solemn obligations to abide by the laws and 


duties, and by exalting the belief in theoretica!] to hold to the social compact, treason worlldche 
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points, and the practice of invented and me word. We are solemnly botind 
ural duties, over the true duties of man—by |° asa oe) ~—and it is the greatest of crimey, 
setting up false rules of conduct, and creating a eee “ and all law is hased on this one*; 
long list of imaginary crimes—they weaken the principle. We have not the right to break the 
|ties which bind us, either to our country or to 


incentives to the performance of his real duties | q aoen ; 
and the avoidance of real crimes. Priests have |°U" Parents, and once that you recognise such 
aright, you expressly allow thatman 1s not 


invented, from the earliest ages, a long array of 
duties to God, the non-performance of which is bound to obey the laws, or support and defend 
the constitution of his country. But carry out 


the most fearful crime that man can commit—| "> “°™. 
and in this way, Religion tends to weaken the this principle of the Bible, and you declare that 
influence of morality. and to increase the fre- if wie from our parents, in the matter of @ 
quency of crime. Did man act but by the pii-|°T°°% W° ot nen in dissolving the social 
mal law of Nature—“That every thing is a compact, and rending asunder the foundation 
erime which tends to injure seciety, or mankind of all law. bp set the imaginary duties of 
individually or in.masses—and nothing else,” religion above the strong ties of nature and the 
Then would man, not being distracted by his {glorious spirit of patriotism. There isno stron- 
duties to the Deity, give his whole attention to B°* ag ae © — than those formed 
his duties to society. In attempting to prove, by the obligations due to our ‘country end te 
our parents, and these you labour to weaken 


or rather, for it does not need proof—ia attempt- é R 

™ Pe . . MT > 

ing to elucidate it, I shall first assume as a and todeprecate by declaring the duties of 
ligion to be paramount. 


principle that the nature of crime is, injury to 
man, individually or in the aggregate. Ifany| Election isa doctrine manifestly taught by 
man shai lsee fit to question, this principle, I hold| the bible,and expressly upheld in the Epistle 
myself ready to prove it. Ideny that we have | ofthat blundering sophist, Paul, to the Romans. 
any duties to perform, except to ourselves and|{ may sometime examine his logical charac- 
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ter; but at present it mustsuflice to state the tament was gathered from various Sources, and 


fact. Suppose then that a man thoroughly be-| was as plainly taught, and as plainly man’s du- 
eves that he is actually chosen for either eter- ty, before the bible was written, as afterwards. 
nal happiness or misery andthat no exertion Religion does not include morality—and a man 
on his part can change his fate. What induce-| may ‘have no religion—as I am proud to say 
ment has he to the practice of morality or the that I have none—and still practice every mor- 
avoidance of immorality? If he is chosen for al precept contained in the bille. What con- 
heaven, there is no need of striving to gain what clusively proves this,is that morality isa part 
is certain. If he ischosen for hell, it is fool-|of the Mahometan as well as of the Christian 
ish to use exertions which must be of no avail.\retigion; and no doubt were we to tell a Ma- 
This isa common sense argument; and neither hometan that we did not believe his religion, he 
the mystical metaphysics of a thousand philo-| would understand us to reject his morality too. 
sophers, or the Chammay perversions ofas many |The Mahometan would have e as much right to 
priests can confute it—-What more ready way consider me an immoral man because I should 
could there be to both the ruin and destruction | reject his religion, as you have for domg so be- 
of all morality? It declares at once, that moral-|cause I reject yours; and this brings me back to 
ity isa uscless thing, and it gives man no in|my former argument concerning the consola- 
centive to its practice. itions of Christianity. Imagine then, that you 
There is one command given in the bible, were atte >mpting toconvince « Mahometan of 
which directs that ifa man steal your coat, the folls - of his religion, and he was to accuse 
you shall give him your cloak also. Now it is you of ruclty for attempting io ceprive him 
@ primal rule in all laws, that he who is robbed of his consolation and ce: smfort in misfortune. 
by athief,and knowing the thief does not delivy- Would not the argument sou nd as weil in his 
er him up to the law, shall be liable to prosecu-_ ‘mouth as in that of a Christian? Would it be 
tion and punishment. Here then is a positive ‘any proof of the tre uth of his religion? and could 
command, directly opposed to the just and prop-/not some Mahometan poet or essayist descant 
er provision of the law. What better plan |as pathetically on the consolations of his _ reli- 
could be devised for increasing and multiplying gion as Addison on those of Christianity? 
crimes? | Butindeed the consolations of Mahometanism 
But not content with secretly and by impli-|are greater and more certain than those of 
cation sapping the foundation of morality, the | Christiani ity. With the Mahometan there is 
founders of the Christian Religion have openly no jargon of faith. His duties are clear and 
sdec war against it, by the theory that /and plain; andifhe makes his pilgrimage to 
Works are useless without ‘faith. The doctrine, | Mecca—w ashes his face and says his prayers 
is, that however moral a man may be, however regularly, and makes war upon the infidels, he 
kind, generous and honorable, still without faith he is sxre—ceertain of — But with the 
he is no better than the assassin and robber; he Christian it is all uncertainty. _ Involved in the 
is notajot nearer heaven.—This isa fe: arf iii mysteries of Faith ¢ and the New Birth, he knows 
doctrine, andit is well for the world that men|nothing of his future fate. He hasno evidence 
hold to many doctrines in theory, which ‘they of his worthiness of heaven; he may have been 
discard in practice. Discarding the whole law lperfe ectly mora!l—but that is no criterion ; and 
of nature, they give in its place a supposition, while the Mahometan looks on death with a cer- 
a thing which they call faith, that is, a belief in| tainty tohappiness, the Christian hangs over the 
a particular theory; but judging this by the! brink, and shudders with doubt and uncertainty. 
principle which isthe foundation of the law of It would be a pity to take away the Mahom- 
nature, as no faith or theory is a benefit to man-| etan’s consolation! 
kind, no particular belief can bea merit or vir-| The fact is, that the Mahometan has the 
tue. ‘same reason for believing his religion that you 
I would not be understood to say any thing heve for believing yours. You believe by 
against the morality, properly so called, which | faith—so does he. You believe because your 
exists inthe Scriptures. When I speak ofre-|fathers did. Sodoeshe. You believe the bi- 
ligion I separate it from-morality. The latter ible because you believe that certain men wrote 
depends. on the fixed laws of nature and is de-|it. He believes the Koran because he knows 
ducible from our relation to men and dependant |that Mahomet wrote it. You believe that 
beings. Ithas been the same radically, in all|Christ was God, because he converted some 
ages. “All the duties Which we owe to man, I ithing like a hundred persons. He believes that, 
separate from Religion, for they never ought to Mahomet wasa Prophet, because he converted 


lhe jeimed to it. ‘Phe movality of the New Fes-}and conquered whole nations. In short, in eve- 
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ry thing except ‘the evidences of the Bible and|alterable law of morality ; and no natural obli- 
Koran, you have exactly the same grounds for} gation to its performance, because the doctrine 
your beliefs; and the bible is supported by no|of an unconnected and despotic being is, accor 
evidence except that of two or three priests |ding to our natural ideas of justice, no founda- 








who publicly profes: ed themselves liars. Just 
so soon as you step beyond evidence, and rest 
your religion upon faith, you usea reason and| 
an argument which is as strong for the Mahom-| 
etan as for you—-When you say faithis supe- 
riorto reason, and that reason has no place in 
religion, you use a plea which belongs asmuch 
to the Mahometen as to you. When you speak 
of religion as a my stery, and declare that it 
ought to be believed without exan uination, be- 
cause the mystery proves its divine origin, you 
give the Mahometan a weapon as keen as your 
own. 

Bat returning again to the moral influence of 
infidelity, it appears tome that that morality a- 
rising from fixed and invariable Jaws of nature 


whichare based upon cur own self-interests 
and well-being, is an imperious duty—and a 


tral 


natural moral obligation. But laws which 
should result froma Capricious and isolated be- 
ing, with w hom we have no connexion, fmd-who | 
can at his pleasvre alter those laws, cannot be 
binding by any feeling of na :ture.—The sense 
of justice i in the heart revolts against it, be- 
cause itistyrenny. Inthe former case, right) 
and wrongare invariable principles which can- 
not be altered without chaveing the nature of 
man. In the latter, “right”is what suits God, 
and “wrong” what Cispleases him. Now as 
there can be no power over an omnipotent be 
ing, there c tat e no power to control the nature 
and actions of God, save his own will. How 
do we know, then, that God will not, some time, 
change his nature, so that right will become 
wrong, and wrongricht? There is no impossi- | 
bility in the case,because he is independent! 
and self-existent, above all laws and all natures| 
and existencies. Noother part or portion of 
the universal systemof things can gffect him; 
therefore his nature ‘depends upon himself&— 
and, as 

security that it will not alter. 
reason why he should have decided 
thing should be right and the other wrong; 
therefore, we can se 


that one! 


'with the 


izeal aud by 


it depends upon himself, we have no! 
We know of no: 
and} 
e no reason why he should | Grxrimen Eprrors: 


tion fora law. 

With one more glance at this subject, I con- 
clude. Christianity has been a religion for 
more than two thousand years. What have 
been its effects? Inanswer to this qyestion I 
point toa thousand wars—to cities sacked and 
fields devastated—to fathers murdered and 
mothers ravished—and to children dashed on 
the altar stone. I point to persecution and ruth 

—to burningsand crucifyings—to the inquisi- 
tion and theauto de fe—to the s sanguinary reigns 
of Edward, Mafy and Elizabeth, and above all, 
to that of the eighth Henry; to Calvin and Me- 
jancthon burning} Servetus; to the pilgrim fath- 
ers hanging and branding the unoflending Qua- 
ers: to ihe laws of New England which prohibit 
lists and deists from giving evidence; 
and finally to the continualfield of blood which 
has borne the name of Christendom. Whenev- 
er we mention these things, we are told that it 
is not C hristionity, , Which produces these effects, 
but that it is the fault of human nature. We are 
‘accused of misrepresentation and of ungener- 
ous and disingenuous argument. Itts not the fault 
of human nature. Did the Romans and Greeks 
persecute one another? Did the Persians—did 
the Egyptians? And the Romans never perse- 
cuted the Christians until they began tomeddle 
affairs of the empire. It is religion— 
-|it 1s the bible, which by taking men out of the 

regions of probability—t )V inducing a morbid 
and excited. state of mind—by inflaming the 
omenting, through its contradictory 
and obscure doctrines, discord and 4 

—by teaching men, openly, todisregai 
‘tural ties, when they stand in the way 
gion-it is the bible which has deluged the earth 
with bload, and spread ruin and darkness over 


univers 


} 
ie 







‘the earth and poisoned the moral atmosphere 


of hum 


anity. 
PROMETHEUS 
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FOR THE WESTERN EX4MINER. 


UNIVERSALISM. 


not at some time, by ghang’ ing his nature and; I beg leave to suggest some remarks upon 


his character, change right into wrong and 
wronginto right. We have his word that he! 
will not, it may be said; but we donot know that | 
he will not some time m ake falschood a virtue. | 
I shal! consider this matter more deeply in 


a- 


thet religionists have 


nother essay—and at present it must suffice to| 
say, that this argument, if correct, demonstrates | 


no fixed and un-| 


} 
the “Universalist Preacher” politely sent me by 


Messrs Hays and Kimball; and upon Univer- 
salism in general. The Universalists certainly 
‘eject from their system of Christianity the e- 
vil principle, called the worship of opposite prin- 
ciples or Dualism. They discard the notion of 
a Devil and a hell as opposed to God and heav- 
en; and hence like the infidel they ascribe. the 
















































$04 








—_— 
cause of moral evil to ignorance in n the misma n-| 
agement of the appetites and passions. Still 
they say God punishes in some way; but they 
secm not tobe certain how—they hardly think 
the punsihment of conscience is adequate; 
though they are far from cherishing the idea of 
eternal punishment. They still use the ex- 
pression of saint and sinner; by whichthe ortho- 
dox mean infinitely good and bad, as if there 
could be found such a divisi sion among the human 
race. Whereas the truth is; good and evil are 
committed in different degrees by all men let 
them be of what religion “they may. 
have their virtues as well as their foibles. 
are wholly without either virtue or vice. 
The Universalists in rejecting so much of the 
principle of dualism attain to more ennobling 
sentiments of their God than do the Orthodox 
Theii rejection of the dogma of original or 





None 


birth sin leaves their minds at liberty to search |: 
and le: ids 


for the cause of evi’ in ignorance; 
them to study the principles of human nature. 
While the orthodox holding to this, as the foun-| 
dation of their system attainio a very impor-| 
tant knowledge of man’s nature. 


But although the Universalistsattain to more | 
natural knowledge, yet in Christianity they are, | 


in my most deliberate and sincere opinion, far 


All men} 








loose expressions(as they seem to think them to 
be) i in scripture, about the devil and hell, have 


‘| been sofruitful as to produce clear, distinct and 


tangible devils andhells in other religions. 
is it not singular that God ever permitted chris- 
tianity among men, knowing that it must de- 
eenerate into so many devils and hells in oth- 
erreligions? But the truth is, christianity is 
the lineal descendent of nearly all the religions 
preceding it: It has the features and qualities, 
more or ‘less, ofihem all; and hence is more 
complex than any of them: ‘The most origin- 
al feature it has, is that of making the third per- 
son to consist ofa good deity, the Holy Ghest 
instead of Satan;and of considering the three 
| Gods (or three persons as they will have it) as 
one God; andof the Spirit of the Holy Ghost 
- and of Satan operating supernaturally. ‘Thus 
they say the saint is moved by the holy Ghost, 
and the sinner ins ligated by ithe Devil. 

Thus the Rev. Mr. Bugbee in one of his ser- 
}mons says; “by Him (meani ing Christ with his 
help-mate the Holy Ghost) [ am authorized to 
say that God is notatyrant to any, but that he 
‘loves the world.” Here, it isclear he has his 
information direct from heaven. Is it not a 
pity the world will not believe him? 


| Mr: Fisk, in one of hissermons from a text of 


from being so orthodox as the Calvinistic sects;| Jonah and the whale, gives us a specimen of his 


or the Methodists, Baptists; 
even the Catholics: 
tive and pointed expressions in the New Testa- 


ment about original sin, a Devil, hell and ever-| 


lasting punishment to be explained away. The 
orthodox are certainly the most consistent be- 
lievers in the fables of the bible. They swallow. 
every thing in it according to the literal mean 

ing; and when the literal contradicts itself they | 


turn itinto the allegorical, and all becomes i 


consistent: 

The christian mythology as well 2s every! 
éther, has opposition deitiesand places of reward 
and punishment; and is. a compound of nearly 
all of the religions which preceded it. There 
is the Greek Jupiter in his Elysium, and Pluto 
in his Tartarus. The Egyptian Osirus and 
Typhon in similar places. The Persian Or-| 
miuzd and Ahrimanes, and the Hindoo Bramia | 
and Siva all occupying similar residences and) 

reigningin opposition. Now the christians per- 


Episcopalians or| logic in getting over one of the few clear pas- 
There are too many posi-|sages in scripture to wit, as he says;“It is said 


“the Lord repented of the evil and did it not.” 
We read in the old Testament many passages 
where it is said that God was angry—-that he 
‘repented &c. &c. Great care must be taken 
/how we interpret those passages; they are high- 
-|ly figurative expressions, and should never be 
‘interpreted litera illy: ‘The Scriptures are wrote 
in language to suit the weakest capacity » and 
are wrote according to our conception of things: 
| There was no change i in God, the change was 


i. 
in the Nigevites.” ciiy 


‘In anotier sermon we find who the univer= 
salist Devil is, the text being “Resist the Devil, 
land he wil flee from you.” “St: James tells 
us whoit is,and what itis, that tempts men to 
sin: He says a man is “tempted; when he is 
ay of his own lusts, and enticed.” 
«eT his i is the devil we are called upon to resist, 
‘one own appetites and pd&sions.” This comes 











sist in believing that thisresemblance of oppo- something near what the devil is according to 


sition Deities and worlds, and trinitics of other 
religions are corruptions of christianity instead |s 
of christianity being copied from them. Not- 
withstanding, the Egyptian and Grecian religion, | 
as shown by Herodotus, contain triads “and| 


— gods and worlds, 
h ‘ 


necording to the Universalist, thee few 








infidels, but not according to these and other pas- 
sages of Scripture. 

Upon the whole, the Universalists seem more 
ridiculous in construing texts to mean what 
their words clearly cannot mean, than the ortho- 
dox doin believing the whole in its literal 
senee. 
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reduce his satanic majesty to nonentity, al-|tacked on their knees at the Altar, while soli- 
though heis drawn in the 4thchapter of Math-|citing the favour of the Virgin Mary. Candles 
ew withall the personal reality that Christ is,| burning before images in their houses, pious 
whom he tempts. ‘pictures strewed on the beds—holy woodefi 
There are many (and some universalists) who|headsand wooden hands on their pillows and on 
seem to think that the book of Jonah is fabu-' their breasts—all were of nuavail: The houses 
lous although it is no more miraculous than any| were soon all closed, and the streets deserted, 
other part of the New Testament, ané yet be- except by those whom necessity forced to seek 
lieve the whole account of the birth, life, death, food, medicines or coffins, the Doctor, the Priest 
burial and resurrection of Christ; forgetting or the Dead-cart—sometimes altogether.” 
that the 12th chapter 40th verse of Matthew! Jy South America where the ecclesiestical 
says, “For as Jonah lay three days and three! nower is supreme, we see some of the legitim- 
nights in the whales belly, so shall the son of ate consequences of Christianiiys That the 
man lay threedaysand three nights in the heart came state of things does not existin our own 
of the earth.” Now from this it would appear country, is simply owing to the fact, that we are 
that the very existence of Christ depends upon not sufficiently religious. Yet the priesthood 
the truth of the fable ofJonah. ©§ PALMER. should not despair: they are making praisewor- 


io. sen |thy efforts, untiring and well directed; to bring 
POR THE WESTERN EXAMINER« this country within the pale of _thcir authority, 
BUESSINGS OF CHRISTIANITY. _ . and willnodoubt succeed. The sale of indul- 


By calling the attention of man from things gences, that interesting feature of Catholicity, 
terrestial-—and fixing the mind upon objects and which, though Catholics modestly disavow 
vague and uncertain, religion does much-harm. it, cannot be denied tohave been practiced in 
Even at the present day, faith in God, in some former times in this section, will then nodoubt 
Christian countries, supplies the placc, almost | __saye us from the auto de fe. D. 
entirely of useful knowledge. Thus the ex- 
ercise of the medical art is frequently abroga- 


ted, and incantations, charms and mysteries| i Pane 
resorted to for the cure of the most obstinate! A Subscriber,” in the last number but one 


imaladies. During the recent prevalence of the |of the Examiner, cons‘ders, or appears to con- 
Cholera in Campeche, as we are informed |sider my allusion to and version of Pope’s fa- 
through the pages of the Western Medical Jour- ™tliar epistolary language—“a perfect concep- 
nal by Dr. Perrine, U. 8. Consul at that place,|tion with an easy delivery”~expressive of the 
the most absurd incantations and ceremonies |!abours and descriptive of the products of the 
were resorted to for the suppression of the mal-/ brain through the medium of the press; as also 
ady, (and that too, by authority,) that the most My allusion to Math. 19. 12, as being indeco- 
deluded fanaticism could suggest: Speaking of tous! I shall not dispute the point with him: be 
these ceremonies; which were only puta stop /!¢S0: and then, while we acknowledge that from 
to when it wasascertained that the imagination S¥ch authority there is no legitimate appeal, 
could not control adisease so obstinate in its We have only to regret that the British clas- 
character as Cholera, the writer remarks;,Si¢s and the bible had not been duly subjected 
“As the procession of St: John of God on, to his revision, corrections, and refinements, ere 
Thursday, had not arrested the progress of the We became familiar therewith!—O tempora, O 
epidemic, it was determined on Sunday to try, mores! ; ’ - 

the powerful influence of the wonderful Lord of|__ Si nunquam Danaen’habuisset ahenea ‘turris, 
St. Roman, [so named from the part of the su- Non esset Danae de Jove facta parens, 

berbs over which he presided.) The Senor) (¢~The New England ladies and Noah Web- 
de St. Roman was therefore brought with ex ‘ster propose to refine the language of the Bible! 
traordinary splendour, from the Church in the/—Even in that latitude they have waxed too 
suberbs, to the Cathedral in the city, The au- sensitive and inflammable for the existing bib- 
thorities ofall classes vied with each other in be= lical voc&bulary—that is, in the estimation of 
ing his immediate servants and followers, and their natural and pious guardians and _protect- 
the streets were crowded with all the peo-| ors. Their literary pride will not, we presume, 
ple that had strength enough to bear their sick| inhibit their receiving foreign aid in regula- 
relations and friends.” Notwithstanding these | ting the moral mercury of the millions of scien- 
things, however, “Priests fell in the procession, | tific and religious gentlemen end ladies that 
while carrying the Saint, or the Lord, whose! grace our happy country !- ~ 


—<— +o 
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Full many a gem, of purest ray serene, 
The dark, unfathomed, caves of oc@n bear; 
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 
And waste itsfragrance in the desert air! 

Should it be found that we have been an in- 
strument of soliciting an item of foreign aid to 
such an invaluable object it will not only prove 
a truly gratifying reminiscence, but, perhaps, 


may atone for our lapsus pennze—our indeco- | 
{ 


rum; while the Examiner will be entitled to 
at least a calfand gilt copy of the sublimated 
classics and scriptures.—Thus, “seeming evil 
still educes good” &c. 
LAWRENCE GREATRAKE. 
N. B. Few there are, even of infidels, who 
have not more or less pride and complacency 
in the supposed sincerity and virtue of their re- 
latives’ christian profession. Hence, some of 
them may have taken umbrage at our anecdote 
of the Methodist convert at Guyandotte, by 
concluding that it was designed by us to il- 
lustrate all the convertions that Methodist and 
other christian churches make. Far, very far 
from it: on the contrary we can readily believe 
that the most of their convertions are something 
more than a mere cutaneous tittilation. We 
have known some instances, and some of our 
readers, no doubt, have known many others, 
bearing prima facia evidence of a much deeper 
and far more internal (and ofcourse exclusively 
spiritual) work than mere feeling all over Just 
like the leg asleep—a work in which the sub- 
jects sweat as terribly as my Uncle 'Toby swore 
in Flanders, or as a porpoise sweats at the e- 
quinox—nature within them seemed in all her 


re 
iu 


functions to have been struggling for the vis 
vite.—Thus, we hope, we shall allay all sus-| 


picion of the reality and spiritualizy of the con-), . 
. ‘bout the Shepherd establishment! 


vertion of the male and female relatives ol 
those whom our anecdote may have startled in- 
to suspicion or tainted with scepticism on that 
subject. Still may those relatives be objects of 
pride, complacency, and confidence—Crede 
Quod habes, et habes. But we must confess 
that to believe in the delicacy or purity of those 
who. would hang and quarter in their editorial 


shambles the reputation of unobtrusive, unof-| 


fending females for the base purpose of glutting 
their malevolence against male relatives, whom 
they are willing to wound and yet afraid to 
strike, is a ‘sticking point to our faith’—-their 
affectation of modesty is like the blush on the 
check of one of the frail sister-hood. Ecce 


signum! 


LD , 
(¢7°The following Ode (excellent if we ex- 
eept the, perhaps, necessary falling off of the last 


three lines,) was chaunted with thrilling effect 
at the late celebration of the fourth of July by 
ithe I"ranklin Society of this city. It claims 
\for its author, a Lady of well known literary ac- 
|quiremonts—one whose name, if permitted to 
accompany the eflusions of her pen, would add 
lustre to the already bright fame of American 
female writers. 
ODE. 

Am.--“Star Spangled Banner.” 
Proud day for Columbia, we hail thee with song! 
The h 
The song that the mountain and forest prolong, 


igh song of triumph from millions resounding; 


| As swift-footed Echo is over them bounding; 
‘That the gods of the sea carry far o’er the wave,— 
The shout of the freeman—the song of the brave! 
O’er forest and prairie, o’er mountain and wave, 
s the shout of the freeman,—the song of the brave 
The East and the South are in martial array, 
Their banners emblazoned with Liberty’s story, 
With pomp and with pageant to honor the day, 
Embaimed by their fathers forever in glory; 
While the Far West unites in the pans that rise, 
And wafts the glad sound ina shout to the skies; 
From the Lakes to the Gulf, over forest and wave, 
Flies the shout of the freeman—the song of the brave. 
Noble hearts! swell the strain, then, of triumph and pride, 
Letthe trump fill the air with its soul-stirring measure, 
Till its tones cheerly ring, where’er freemen abide, 
| With fortune and life to guard Liberty’s treasure! 
| Before us—around us—unshackled and free— 
We own but one Master—to God bow the knee! 
But one Masier we own, on the land and the wave 
Be the boast of the freeman—the song of the brave. 
 S+ oo 
THE SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY. 
Verily, pious lies must be ata premium a- 
Wonder 
what the “auspices” of the “association” can be 
worth in this way, per annum? Something 
considerable, no doubt—else such shameless at- 
tempts to gain the palm of infamy, would nev- 
er be presented to public view. However, stitch- 
ing lies together may be easicr work, for those 
destitute of principle, than stitching 1 
‘but we despise a pun, seamly though it be. 
| We emphatically declared in our last 
week’s paper, that we were not a party in a 
certain conversation published by us some 
weeks since, and that we could prove that con- 
iversation literally correct. In the face of all 
‘this,and while he had the names of the real in- 
dividuals before him, the Editor of the Shepherd 
announced to his readers that we had “come 
over at last,” and hid admitted that we had 
been guilty of falsehood! Such is the unpria- 
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cipled hireling whom the Catholics of St. Louis|ded to have found; and that he tookthis op- 
(willingly, it would secm,) permit to represent! portunity ofimposing iton the mind of the 
them! We esteem our Catholic neighbors,’ young king. In the book of Esdras, we are 
generally, as citizens, but they must forgive us also informed that this book of the law was 
if we esteem not very highly a religion that has burnt, and that Esdras, on applying to the lord, 
such champions to defend it as the present Nd- was directed to employ five scribes to write it 
itor(!)of the Shepherd. But, “De gustibus,” et again. This of course they must have done from 
cet. memory or tradition, if they did it at all. But 
_ oe whether the books were written by Esdras, or 
. Hilkiah, is immateria}. The account given of 
In last week’s Shepherd there.is another eee ' aa hen rid thy 
“un: 2. a seiiieka in MRS te as the creation of the world is evidently Pagan. 
Dialogue,” so called, between “a Catholic and yy | ys cian 
hr AO a cal ein a nttanknt Cdn ot cai "he first chapter of Genesis ascribes the crea- 
shlCi. 7) iA Ul Vid’ i } . . 
‘ie widiiiediniand withoat déniment When tion to the Gods. Our translators have deceived 
=e meivCrvs cn—anc Vue on iene. vit . . ° 
PV gat he assured by some respectable C: holic us in this particular, as well as many others, by 
we can be assured by some respectabie Cathotic, translating the word Aleim in the sincular nem» 
that the writerof these “Dialogues” is other This me won’: We 
than the scurrilous and contemptible author of Pe *8 God, which lier other places they 
oT “4 . wo ee have translated in the plural, and that uniform 
The Bottle Companions,” we shall no longer EP Ege 
itetehin 0h socater the ticte: With) in (the ly so where the word meant the Gods of the 
esiti 0 re-c r , Sts Wii x . . ‘ . 
Heathen. For proofs of this,I reier to Gen. i. 26; 


writer)—even though it be but to “battle witha |... > “ype 
Sines we acto bine.” 0 SSF, 22; Xi. Ty xx. 13; xxxi. 53; xxxv.7;v Deut. iv. 
Satie: “(Fro n Di logue No. 1.) \7; .v 23, 26; Josh. xxiv. 19; Ps. lviii. 12; 
‘rom Dialogue No. 7. dbf a so + 

vey xevil. 7 Ixxxii.; 6. Isa. vi. 8; Jer. x. 10; xxiii. 


‘ xt © talacahna) of the re Py, 
2 stotrath * cone —— age rant ° doc-'3¢. Job v. 1; Hos. x. 12; where the word Ale- 
trines of Christianity, cannot be ascertained by . ~’ ‘ ; 
medium of intrinsic demonstrative evidence, or 
by arguments drawn from self-evident principles 
of natural science: consequenily, MERY. WUMAN 
REASON IS NOT THE MEDIUM OF REVEALED 


im is made to agree with verbs, adjectives, and 
pronouns in the plural number. It was also so 
used by the Chaldeans.(see Parkhurst under 
the Hebrew word Ale) Our ideas of the spirit 
of God, is also owing to design in our translators, 


y ” 
TRUTH. ‘or to their ignorance. The words ‘Ruh Aleim,, 
(Gen; i, 2) are translated,“the spirit of Gad,” 
(From the Correspondent.) linstead of the “wind of the Gods.” In Genesis 
JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN TRADITIONS. | viii. 1,they translate the word “Ruh” “a wind,” 


Mr Editor—The greatest phenomenon in the | which the Gods made to pass over the earth. So 
histury of the human mir, is, that mankind re- in John in 5, 6, they have translated the Greek 
ceives as truth and as a revelation from God,' word Pneuma, “spirit,” andin the 8 v. they 
the books of Jewish and Roman Catholic tradi- wanslated it “wind” and “spirit” both. These 
tions, which we call the bible. That they are no! pasages, if properly translated, would read thus: 
more than traditions is evident from the fact |“Excepta man be born of water and of wind he 
that they are, as all traditions are, improbable,/cannot enter the kidgdom of heaven.” 8 y. 
contradictory and inconsistent with each other. “The wind bloweth where it listeth, &c. so 

The one attributes the creation of all things to/is every one born of the wind.” The same 
a God or gods; (1. Gen. and 2 Gen.) the other,/Greek word Preuma, they also translate a 
toa word co-equal with God, and who became! ghost, (Lukei. 35,) andin many other places. 
flesh. (1 John 1, 2, 3,hnd 14 vy.) That the Jew-! Thus we have a holy ghost, or holy wind, or 
ish books can be no other than traditions is evi-| more literally, “a venerable wind.” 
dent also from the account they give of them-| They have equally deceived usin the trans- 
selves. The book of Genesis, chap, xxxv!I.v.31,/lation of the word “ieue.” Sometimes they 
speaks of kings who reiged in the land of Edom give it as lord, sometimes as Jehovah. In the lat- 
700 years after the time of Moses, the supposed | ter case they give it as a name of God, accor- 
writer of the book. In the time of Josiah, the|ding to-the masoretical pointing of the Jews; in 
book of the law appears to have been lost and|ihe former case they have assumed for it the 
so long lost, that the Jews had become idolaters ;| word lord, whereas the literal meaning of the 
when a priest (Hilkiah) is said to have found it./ word is “eternal,” for it is composed from the 
From the caution or cunning with which he| verb “ie” to bej and with the w interposed and e 
acted on this discovery—his employing a scribe| added, it. may mean, “one who was, who 1s, and 
‘to make it known to their king, only twelve| who will be,” consequently eternal. Thus, in 
years of age, makes it very probable that he|the second chapter of Genesis, instead of the 
was the authorof the book which he preten-}‘ Lord God ,” we should read the “eternal Gods.” 
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The word Jehovah, or lord, as we have it, 


conveys no idea whatever of the meaning of| 


the Hebrew word icue. This word the Jews 
esteem so sacred, that in reading their scrip- 


, without dividing them; and thus he did, allowing 
devils and fractional parts of devils to each hog: 
from that time, he obtained the name of parson 
Split devil. 


tures they dare not usc it, but supply it by, 


“Adonjai,” which signifies “the all bountiful.” 
That the books of the New Testamentarsz al- 
20 traditional, is evident from their agreeing so 
palpably with the legends of the Catholic 
church, in which even down to our own times 
are relations of miracles, equally as imposing 
as those related in the gospels and acts of the | 
apostles. ‘The Jews made up their sacred books 
from the Talmud—the Christians theirs from 
the written and oral traditions existing at the 
time of Constantine, the emperor. Mahomet a- 
dopted such parts of both superstitions as suited 
his purpose. He acknowledged Moses and Je- 
sus Christ both to be prophets, but declared that 
he was the last and the greatest. Such was the 
ignorance of the people of his day, that he was 
beleived and there are now more believers in 
Mehomet, than in Judaism and Christianity. 
This may appear 
any one who will take the trouble to enquire, 
may ascertain it to be matter of fact. E. 


—Lf~—-- 


to be mere assertion, but, 


VacernaTion.—The following important in- 
formation deserves universal circulation through 
out our country, toconvigce the scepticalof the 
absolute efficacy tragllaton, and the falsity of 
those surmises that have been industriously cir- 
culated against this great preventive of small 
pox. As vaccination goes thus progressively on- 
ward in its march it will, we may hope, finally 
extinguish and completely eradicate the small 
pox Virus, and withit, in our opinion, the hybrid 
modification of the varioloid, will also cease to 
exist, 

Nationat Vaccine [nstrrurion.—The re- 
port of this institution is just published. It ap- 
pears from it that the deaths by small-pox in 
London last year were only 334, a number less 
by at least 4,000 than the annual average of 
deaths by that disorder before vaccination was 
discovered, though the population of the metrop- 
olis was then more than one fourth less than its 
|presentamount.. The applications to this insti- 
‘tution for vaccinating material, last year, were 


é<¢7-Several communications, intended for )42 from the navy, 34 from the army, 53 from 


this number, have been unavoidably omit-| 


ted, | 





God’s long legs. 

The bishop of Ozma, when disputing with| 
gome heretics, asked them,—“how they under- | 
stood the name Son of man which Jesus always 
gave himself in the gospel according to St. John, 
and in particular in the pasage of John iii, 13.- 
« Also, no one hath ascended up into heaven but 
he who descended from heaven, that is. the son of 
man which is in heaven?” They answered, that, 
Jesus acknowledged himself as the son of man 
which was in heaven. “But,” rejoined the bishop, 
‘the lord has said, in Isaiah,’ the heaven is my 
throne and the earth my footstool.” Then, re- 
plied the heretics, without doubt, the shanks of 
thai ‘‘man who is inheaven” mustbe as long as 
the distance which separates the “Heaven” 
from the earth.—Sismondi’s Crusades of the 


Allagenses. 


| 














Parson Split-devil. 


That great divine, Doctor Smallridge, was. 
asked to explain the miracle of the devils going ' 


foreign stations, and 107 from provincial dispen- 
saries. ‘There were vaccinated last year at the 
institution 11 ,571 poor persons; and 83 ,101 
charges of lymph were sent out. 


Rather Theatrical—aA Baltimore paper says : 
“An Indian of the Cherckee nation will be at 
the Bible meeting this evening, and will singa 
hymn in his native language, which will be in- 
terpreted by Mr . Jones, a Missionary. Mr. Sut- 
ton, a Missionary from {ndia, will also be pre- 
sent, and take part in the exercises. 





A detracting man is guilty of envy, hatred, 
injustice, malice, treachery, and cruelty ; he de- 
lights, above all things in defaming the best men, 
and in bringing innocence itself into suspicion ; 
his malignity poisons every thing; he pretends 
to show ill where there is none, and will notac- 
knowledg good where it is to be found. 

Let us judge of the sensibility of those whom 
we wound in their most tendei part, by our own: 
and knowing how greivousa thing itis to be spe 
ken ill of, let us learn to forbear speaking evil 
of others. 








into the heard of swine. This he engaged to; We should beware of referring the infiniter at- 
do satisfactorily, but upon comparing the num-|ural operations to ourselves. Our globe is but 
ber of them with the number of the Roman ic-|a trifling point in the universe to which the weak- 
‘ignorance has fixed its limits. 


f 


- 


yion, he found he could not clear up that point | ness 0 








